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TEMPORARY ORDER SUSPENSION 
Private Members’ Business - Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [4.00 pm] - without notice:  I move -  
That so much of the temporary order relating to precedence of private members’ business be suspended 
as is necessary to allow government business to resume at 7.00 pm today. 

On behalf of members on this side of the house, I have made an arrangement with members on the other side of 
the house to accommodate both sides so that we do not have another very late night tonight.  I am sure that 
members on both sides of the house will love me for that.  However, I want to say that it would not have been 
necessary if we could have dealt with our initial item of private members’ business, which we really wanted to 
debate today.  Unfortunately, the person who was going to move the motion and who would have been our lead 
speaker on the motion in relation to the member for Collie-Wellington is not able to be in the chamber at this 
time.  He is temporarily outside the chamber.  However, members on this side of the house are proud that he 
would take a stand on the issue of drugs, particularly as it relates to children in our society.  Quite frankly, there 
is no discredit to somebody who is excluded from the chamber for a temporary period.  That cannot be compared 
with the actions of certain members on the other side who have been excluded from the Parliament. 
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [4.02 pm]:  Clearly, the government will support the 
suspension because it will enable us to start government business at 7.00 pm after the dinner break, instead of at 
8.00 pm.  That means that the opposition is giving up an hour of its time for private members’ business.  
Therefore, private members’ business will go from 4.00 to 6.00 pm, and at 7.00 pm we will be able to resume 
government business.  We have given an undertaking to the opposition that we will then rise at 9.30 pm, or very 
close to that, instead of sitting late.  Because the opposition is giving up that hour, it means that members will be 
able to go home early.  Clearly, this has all happened because the member for Cottesloe, who was going to be the 
lead speaker on the opposition’s main item of business relating to an attack on the member for Collie-
Wellington, has shown by his behaviour that he is not worthy to be in this place. 
I will comment briefly on what was said by the member for Hillarys.  I have said this before.  If members 
opposite, when talking on drugs, say things that are false and misleading, as the member for Cottesloe has, that 
can potentially be seen as actually promoting drugs.  Although that was not the intent of the member for 
Cottesloe, if the member says things about drug laws in this state that are false, he is actually encouraging people 
to use drugs.  That is not what he intended, but that could be the result of what he has done.  He does not have a 
good record on drugs.  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows that.  Therefore, I think it is appropriate that 
I make those comments in response to what has already been said. 
This is a suspension of standing orders so that we can rearrange business, which had previously been rearranged, 
to give us more time to deal with a matter. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


